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ELITE HOME

rom the moment designer Daniel Joseph
Chenin set foot in Harrison, Idaho, he knew he
was onto something special. Nestled along the
shores of Lake Coeur d'Alene, this charming resort

town is a peaceful escape from the rush of city life.
With its northern location, Harrison boasts mild

summers, perfect for cyclists and hikers seeking to

explore the town’s stunning 73-mile trail through

untouched wilderness. Even in the depths of winter,

the snow-covered forests and frozen lakes offer plen-
ty of opportunities for snowshoeing and ice fishing.
Year-round, this quaint little town is a living post-
card, beckoning visitors to unplug and reconnect

with nature.

Tasked by a long-time client to create a house of
dreams on the banks of Lake Coeur d’Alene, Chenin
partnered with Hart Howerton, a renowned New York

architecture firm celebrated for its sustainable and

site-sensitive designs. Together, their expertise gave
rise to The Buckrail, a sophisticated lakefront retreat

that balances contemporary luxury with the raw, un-

tamed beauty of its mountainous surroundings.
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By ngz Tseng

The house's numerous floor-length windows invite abundant
sunlight, blending nature with the home’s design.

Chinese translated by Tzuyi Lin

Photography by David Mitchell ELITE | 41
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Top: The Buckralil is clad in reclaimed wood and topped with a metal roof for added protection against heavy snowrfall.

Bottom: Located on the shores of Lake Coeur d’Alene, The Buckrail is enveloped by nature.
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Chenin selected
the home’s light
fixtures and
furniture for their
simplicity and
functionality.




*n \ _
*: 41‘{\11"\1. |\|1i r}ﬂ 0 B

{

A RUSTIC GETAWAY

Chenin’s client envisioned a home that is deeply con-

nected to nature—blending warmth, welcome, and
luxury in equal measure.

Nevertheless, building a home on rugged terrain
comes with its share of logistical and design challeng-
es. Given Idaho’s harsh winters, it was essential to
create a residence that’s not only aesthetically pleas-
ing, but also resilient, using smart, durable materials
that can withstand the elements. Instead of resisting
the elements, the designers embraced them.

Daniel Joseph Chenin Ltd. is known for crafting
immersive spaces that harmonize architecture, inte-

riors, landscape, and furniture.
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To balance the
home’s utilitarian
elements, Chenin

Incorporated rich,
luxurious materials
throughout,
infusing the space
with warmth and
comfort.

UL TUHY 22

[ A5 5 2 chzﬁﬁiﬁﬂ"* 2=~ REMRESEITRM

HUSax{EZ
| 2% 1=

ipANN|

{15 5/

/N

Hl

1] 5 E

" [KIFE ()

H‘

A1

EE AR By It ied » 2 5]

.

E4 5

B &)
[Z58

|

HARIRIERIE—E | UJETL

TR A &R
- E R ERE -

) IRZEREERY R - g

B EEHER [EFEEA

El’ﬂjt

5 T BER I EEITRE - 1)

& L% n*’%ﬂ%ﬂ%ﬁﬁﬂiﬁqiﬁﬁuﬂ’ﬂﬁ

PR E%EEW?E?% A

=i M LB E e IETE UK HY

% [ /B TR

S BIRERE R

e

rrrrrrr
-

“The home is clad in reclaimed wood, with knobby
imperfections that give it a rough-and-ready exte-
rior that blends into the natural context,” Chenin
explained. “It also responds to the harsh off-season
climate by being fitted with a metal roof and Corten
steel garage doors for much-needed protection
against ice and heavy snow.”

IN SYNC WITH NATURE

To complement the home’s rugged exterior, Chenin
chose a soothing palette of soft, earthy tones for the
rooms and incorporated floor-to-ceiling windows to
further blur the boundary between indoors and out-
side, filling the space with natural light and warmth.
He also permeated the home with shapes and tex-
tures drawn from nature.

“Many of the finishes and details in this project
reflect elements found in the surrounding land-
scape, Chenin said. From exposed wood beams and
nature-inspired artwork, to intricate rug patterns
that mimic fallen leaves on the forest floor, every ele-
ment echoes the wilderness just beyond the walls.

His thoughtful use of mixed materials—plush
rugs, supple leather, rawhides, and natural mediums
like iron, steel, marble, and wood—adds both depth
and variety to the design. To ensure the house ages
gracefully, Chenin selected unlacquered bronze
handles and hardware throughout. Over time, the
metal will develop a rich patina through touch and
exposure, giving the house a rustic flair.

When describing The Buckrail, Chenin said, “It’s a
typical getaway house in terms of its ruggedness, ro-
bustness, and simplicity. Our challenge was to carry
those features into the interior while softening and
refining the edges.”

BEAUTY IN SIMPLICITY
In contrast to the home's multitude of subtle yet
elegant details, its layout is refreshingly simple and
functional. The main level features a spacious kitch-
en with an oversized pantry, a warm and inviting
living and dining area, an entry foyer, and a mud-
room. The primary bedroom is tucked away from
the open-concept design, providing some privacy.
Upstairs, a secondary suite features its own Kitch-
enette for added convenience. The lower level, built

into the hillside, opens onto a walkout terrace. Here,
three guest bedrooms surround a central living
space, creating a cozy and connected gathering area.

From the start of the construction, Chenin placed
an unparalleled emphasis on balancing versatility
with functionality. “It’s utilitarian in its simplicity,
yet very smart in its subtlety, with proportions and
forms that are highly refined,” he said.

The Buckrail provides an experience—a tribute
to nature’s awe-inspiring richness. With its rugged
elegance and harmonious design, it’s an invite for
us to step away from the chaos of modern life, take
a deep breath, and embrace something greater than
ourselves—the infinite potential and beauty of the
great outdoors.
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